Abstract-Text detection and extraction from scene images is useful in finding certain facts in supporting court of laws for solving crime problems and various forensic science applications. Text detection from scene images is a difficult and challenging problem due to various issues such as; varying font size, style, uneven illumination and other degradations. In this paper, a new method that uses wavelet energy features for text detection and extraction from scene images is presented. Initially, preprocessed binarized image will be divided into 50x50 blocks. Then, wavelet energy features are obtained from every block and potential text blocks are identified using newly defined discriminant functions. Further, the detected text blocks are merged and refined to extract text regions. The proposed method is robust and achieves a detection rate of 97% on a variety of scene images each of size 240x320.
